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Obfervations on the American Alligator. By James Mzasz, M. D. 


LLIGATORS abound in the rivers and fwamps of 


Georgia, and N. and S. Carolina, and thrive equally well 
in falt and frefh water. I-fpent the laft winter and fpring, (Dec. 
to May,) in the ifland of Great St. Simon, on the fea coaft of 
the ftate firft mentioned ; and having frequent occafions to go 
up the river Altamaha, about fourteen miles from its mouth, 
I muft have feen at leaft 200 alligators in the courfe of five 
months, whilft they were either batking on the banks of the 
river, or floating on the furface of the water. They were of 
every intermediate fize between eight or nine feet, and fix 
inches in length. J fhot feveral; one of them was of the 
length firft mentioned, and large in proportion. — 


On the 15th February, a little after funrife, I perceived the 
animal lying on the banks of a creek, which has lately been cut 
through the ifland of Little St.Simon’s,and apparently ina found 
fleep, for his eyes were clofed, and he permitted the barge to 
approach within about fifteen feet of him; and gave me time to 

Vou. Til. T . 























wis 


sw 
“pn, See RNG a he Ges 








"i 
" 


Cae Ber 





146 Meafe, on the American Alligator. 


load both barrels of my fowling piece. His body being cover-_ 
ed with a coat of mail, he was fecure from the impreflion 
of even a mufket bullet ; but the pliability of the tkin under the 
fore paws affords an eafy entrance to buck-fhot, which if well 
directed, feldom fail to kill, or at leaft fo effe€tually to ftun 
them, as to permit the accomplifhment of their death by the 
hatchet ; and as the extended pofition of the one I am now 
alluding to, afforded me a fine opportunity of difcharging my 
gun into his vulnerable part, I was fortunate enough to fire 
both barrels with fuccefs. He was fo ftunned, as to permit a 
rope to be tied round his neck, and being without delay drag- 
ged into the water, he was faftened to the ftern of the boat. 
As I was about two miles from home, he had time to recover 
from his fhock, and foon began to plunge and dafh about 
with great force, and actually impeded the progrefs of the boat 
to fuch a degree, that had it not been well manned, I fhould 
have been under the neceflity of leaving him in the. water. 
Being apprehenfive that he would bite off the rope to which he 
was faftened, and thus efcape, I endeavoured to hook his lower 
jaw with the boat hook; but he twifted off the handle above 
the hook in an inftant, though more than one inch and a half 
in diameter. When dragged on fhore, he was ftill very ac- 
tive, and opened his ravenous jaws as often as a ftick was pre- 
fented before his mouth, and frequently wheeled round with 
great celerity to face his adverfaries. On opening his ftomach, 
I found a parcel of filver fith (as they are called) one and two 
inches long; alfo a block of live oak about a pound weight, the 
end of which had been burnt, and a fmaller block of white 
pine, both of which were worn fmooth. On mentioning 
the circumftance to two gentlemen who were prefent {at 
St. Simons ifland) they informed me, that various fubftances 
are at times found in the ftomachs of alligators; that chunks 
of wood were commonly feen, and one of them aflured me, 
that he had found a piece of red cloth, and the rim of a brafs 
fhoe-buckle. I was prepared to meet with various hard fub- 
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ftances in the ftomachs of hybernating animals, as I well knew 
that they are taught by the great Author of Nature, the necef- 
fity of taking in fuch materials to fupport their vitality during 
their torpid ftate ; but I muft acknowledge that I was furpri- 
fed to find them in the alligator of Georgia, confidering that 


they always come out of the water in moderate weather, and 


efpecially when the fun fhines. 


Catefby fays, that he found pieces of wood feven and eight 
pounds in weight, inthe ftomachs of fome of thofe animals ; 
having the angles fo worn down that he fancied they muft have 
lain there feveral months.* Dr. Brickel, who publifhed in 1743, 
found in the bellies of two alligators in North Carolina, befides 


feveral {nakes, fome pieces of wood, and a ftone that weighed 


about four pounds. B. Romans,} and Mr. Ellicott, in his jour- 
nal, mention the fame circumftance, fo that there can be no 
doubt as to the faét. Both the laft mentioned authors, alfo notice 
the deep hollow noife which the alligators make in coming out 
of the water in the fpring, and I was affured of the fame fact 
by perfons who had heard them at night, in May laft: but 
having no bufinefs to call me out on the water after dark, and 
my zeal not being warm enough to induce me to make a noc- 
turnal excurfion on purpofe to afcertain the fact, E can only 
give it onthe authority of others. 


With refpect to the hybernating difpofition of the alligator ; 
notwithftanding Catefby exprefsly afirms that the animal in 
the fouthern ftates remains torpid, from the month of Otober 
till March, in caverns or hollows in the banks of rivers, I mutt 
declare, that with the exception of two. or three times, I did 
not go up or come down the Altamaha, from December to May 
laft, without feeing thofe animals ; and I may add, that I never 


* Natural Hiftory of Carolina, Vol. II. p. 63. 
+ Account of Faft and Weft Florida, New York, 1745. 
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heard of their hybernating difpofition from any one in Georgia; 
and conclude, as well from the filence of the inhabitants on the 
fubject, as from my own obfervation, that the affertion is not 
correct. 


Alligators frequently commit depredations on poultry; but 
dogs are faid to be their favourite food: and an occafional 
amufement with the inhabitants on the fea board, when on the 
water, is to caufe a dog to howl by pinching his ear, in order to 
caufe their enemies to exhibit their crefted heads above the fur- 
face of the water round the boat. 


The tenacity of life in the alligator, if life it may be called, 
is very great, and in this refpect, fully equals the tortoife. One 
hour and a half after the head of the one I mentioned before 
to have killed, had been feparated from his trunk, I pre- 
fented a ftick to the mouth, when it opened half its ordinary 
width : the irritation of the mouth was repeated feveral times 
with a fimilar refult. 


I heard of no injury fuftained by any perfon from their 
bites; probably becaufe people do not expofe themfelves to 
their attacks in the water; but I can anfwer for their fhynefs 
when on fhore; for in general it required fome adroitnefs to 
obtain a fhot at them, as they conftantly flid down the banks 
into the water, when they perceived the approach of a boat. 
In other countries,* however, they are faid to attack perfons 
bathing in rivers. 


They emit a very ftrong and difagreeable mufky fmell; but 
this quality forms no objection to them as_an article of food 
with the newly imported Africans ; for when I had the head 
boiled on the bank, in order to preferve its fkeleton, fome new 


“In Manilla. See Navarette’s Travel. 
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negroes who had but lately arrived from Charlefton, eagerly de- 


voured the flefh as it was cut off, and actually contended for it. 
The tail, however, as I was told by feveral perions, is free from 


the mufky {mell, and I know fome who efteem it a delicacy 


little inferior to turtle, when cooked in the fame way as that 
rich fhellefith ! ! 


Their teeth are remarkably white, and conftitute a favourite 
necklace with the blacks, for their children, on the fuppofition 
that they eafe the procefs of dentition. I could not but fmile at 
the weaknefs which leads them to the ufe of the filly charm; 
but when I recollected how many among the whites, poffefling 
the advantages of greater light and information, religioufly be- 
lieve in the power of the Job’s-tears necklace in the fame cafe, 
and alfo in that of the blood ftone (hzmatites) to check or pre- 
vent bleeding from the nofe or lungs; my idea of the negro 
weaknefs was confiderably leffened.* 


The alligator lays its eggs in the woods, or in marfhes near 
the rivers, and leaves them to chance. A few days before I 
Jeft the coaft of Georgia, (in May,) two young ones were 
found in a wood near a creek, and brought to me. They were 
apparently not long before hatched: their bodies were about 
four inches long, and their tails about five inches. ‘When I pre- 
fented a ftick to their jaws they opened them, and exhibited 
teeth already prominent. I endeavoured to preferve them alive 


during my voyage, but the rolling of the vefiel occafioned their 
death. 


* To the inftances above mentioned of Chriftian weaknefs, might be added, 
that of the belief in the powers of the fnake ftone, te extract the poifon of vencm- 
ousor rabid animals, by applying it to wounds made by them, a belief which is 
univerfal in fome parts of Virginia. More on this fubject, however, hereafter. 
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On the Adulteration of Britifb Malt Liquors. By James MeEase, 
M. D. 


HE very excellent effects we often derive from the ufe of 
porter as a remedy in difeafes, renders the prefervation 

of its purity an affair of very great importance. Hitherto, 
when occafion required our prefcribing porter as a drink, it 
has generally been the practice to recommend that article of 
Britifh manufacture, from a deep-rooted prejudice in both phy- 
fician and patient, that it was fuperior to our own in the impor- 
tant points of ftrength and flavour. ‘There have been, however, 
fome among us, who being devoid of . prejudice, were candid 
enough to acknowledge, that the Philadelphia porter had greatly 
improved within the laft fifteen years, and have contented them- 
felves with ufing our home-made ftuff.. Some amufing expe- 
riments toe, which were occafionally practifed upon the «*know- 
ing ones” have ferved to convince us that the power of diftin- 
guifhing between the domeftic and imported article was not fo 


eafy as they thought.* 


Some men of tafte among us, had even imagined, that they 
perceived within a few years an evident diminution in the 
quality of Englifh porter, and that inftead of being a lively, in- 
vigorating cordial as formerly, it was thick, laid heavy on the 
{tomach, of an unpleafant tafte, and never failed to confufe the 


* The fame prejudice prevailed with refpect to Cheefe, and the praifes of the 
Gloucefter and Chefhire manufatories have refounded all over the world : the on- 
ly reafon for which was that the Italian and Dutch cheefes were not made in quan- 
tities fufficient to compete with the Englifh in foreign markets. The offer of a 
premium from the Agricultural Society of Philadelphia in 1790, which was ob- 
tained by Mr. Matthewfon of Rhode Ifland, foon taught us that as good cheefe 
could be made in the United States as in any part of the world. At prefent the 
manufacture of Capner and Choyce of Flemington, and of Exton of Pittstown, 
New Jerfey, is much fuperior to any imported, whether Britifo, Italian, or Dutch. 
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head upon taking an extra-drink. Unwilling however to truft 
their own judgment, they were difpofed in fome meafure to 
afcribe the alleged alteration, to their being fo much accuftom- 
ed to our own weak liquor, as not to relifh the powerful 
{tuff of the Britifh breweries. I know one gentleman, indeed, 
who pofitively afferted the manifeft falling off, of foreign por- 
ter, and from being a conftant cuftomer, gave it up inftantly. 
The truth upon this fubje€t is now divulged. We all know, 
that the excife upon hops and malt, are permanent fources of 
revenue in Britain ; and that it has been gradually rifing from 
year to year until the prefent day; it appears alfo from the 
agricultural reports of the different counties in England, which 
were drawn up by order of the national board of agriculture, 
that the hop culture is extremely uncertain, and that for fome 
years paft, the produce has not been nearly equal to the de- 
mand : from the combined effects, therefore, of high firit coft 
of the hops, and exceilive duties upon them and malt, the 
brewers have ceafed to employ either ; but as porter and beer are 
univerfal drinks in England, fome fubititutes were neceflary, 
and it appears from a publication in an excellent work entitled 
“The Agricultural and Commercial Magazine,” now going 
on in London, that a plant known by the feveral names of 
May-weed, Morgan, Goofe-weed, has been long fubftituted to 
great advantage for the hop, and that a man in Derbythire. ac- 
quired an independency by exclufively cultivating it for the 
purpofe ftated. See the above work, Vol. III. p. 14. But of 
late more injurious fubftitutes have been employed, which fuf- 


ficiently account for the evident falling off of Britifh malt li- 


quors. In ‘ Malcolm’s Hufbandry” lately publifhed, after 
acknowledging that ‘ beer, ale, and porter, have received 
greater deterioration fince the feafons of 1800 and 1801, than 
they had experienced from the time of Henry I. to that period,” 
‘it is faid, « the reafon is, that neither Hops nor MALT are now 
ufed in the manufacture. The ingredients of the former, he 
ftates to be “ grains of Paradife, Capficum, black pepper, Cori- 


—— Ss: Te ae is . 
were — 


SSS a ae eS ee 














a 


EOE 


——_ 


poten 





== 
spe Big eke ee St 





152 Meafe, on Britifo Malt Liquors. 


ander feed, Coculus indicus, (an intoxicating drug) Quafhia, Li- 
quorice, brown fugar, SHAG Tosacco, Sal martis (or green vitriol): 
and among the materials of the latter, he enumerates the fol- 
lowing ; Coculus ‘Indicus, liquorice or Spanifh juice, treacle, 
SHaG Tosacco, alum, green vitriol, ifinglafs and quaffia. 


Mr. Malcolm is land-furveyor to the Prince of Wales, and 
the royal Dukes of York and Clarence : his affertion therefore 
muft be taken as true, for it is not to be fuppofed that a man 
of his refpectability would rifque the expofure of fuch an im- 


pofition, unlefs he was well aflured of the grounds upon which 
he made it. 


From Batrow’s interefting travels in Africa, it appears, that 
«¢ Aloes has of late years been much employed in the porter 
breweries of London, which has occafioned an increafed de- 
mand for the article.* 


But if any confirmation be neceflary of the affertion re- 
fpecting the diminifhed ftrength and adulteration of Britith 
porter, it may be obtained by a reference to the « Commercial 
Report,” regularly publifhed in Philip’s Monthly London Maga- 
zine, which is faid to be conducted under the direction of the 
juftly celebrated Dr. Aikin. After giving a melancholy ac- 
count of the dearnefs of coal, meal, and other common necef- 
faries of life, the writer adds, «* Porter when oc proper ftrength 
and age, fo excellent a beverage for the labourer, is by the im- 
pofts levied on it and on malt, now fo poor a ftuff, that a work- 
ing man thinks it neceflary to {wallow immediately after his 


* The aloe perfoliata, from the juice ef which, by infpiffation, the well known 
drug Aloes is prepared, is a fpontancous production of fouthern Africa, where 
large traGs of ground, many miles in extent, are covered with it. The quantity 
of infpiflated juice, exported from Cape town in four years, (1799 to 1802,) 
amounted to 341,927 lbs. value 25,665,4 rix dollars. Burrow’s Travels, p. 305: 
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beer, a glafs*ef poifonous gin, to hinder the former from doing 
him harm.* : 


The neceflity for fuch an obfervation at that time is the 
more remarkable, becaufe it appears from another report that 
the crops of hops in 1803—4, were the two largeft fucceeding 
each other ever known.+ The crop of 1805, was as bad as that 
of the two preceding years was good; blaft, fly, lice having affail- 
ed it.t ‘* The crop,” fays the writer, “is found not to be equal 
to a quarter of a year’s confumption; the deficiency mutt 
therefore be fupplied by the ftock on hand of the growths of 
1803—4, and it is calculated, that after this year’s (1806) con- 
fumption, there will not be more than half a year’s confump- 
tion left of all forts to meet the next year’s crop.§” 


From the above extracts, we find that even in the moft 
abundant years, the demand for hops is either greater than the 
poflible fupply, or that in order avoid the enormous duty on the 
article, malt liquors, (fo called,) are manufactured without it, 
and others fubftituted, fome of which poffefs highly injurious 
qualities, which fhould induce us entirely to prohibit the ufe of 
Britifh porter, or ale, to our patients. This we may do with 
more advantage, becaufe the manufacture of thofe liquors in 
Philadelphia, has arrived to as great a degree of perfection as 
is requifite either for the purpofes of health or gratification. 


* Monthly Magazine, January 1804. 


+ Monthly Magazine, March 1805. The produce in 1803, amounted to 
199,205 bags; and in 1804, to 177,617. The duty upon the laft crop was 
£.386,124,19-54- In 1802, hops fold for £.16 to £.20 per bag! 


} Monthly Magazine, Auguft, September and October, 1805. 


§ Monthly Magazine, March 18¢6. 
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Account of the Efficacy of the external Application of the Geranium 
Maculatum, in flopping Hemorrhage. By James MEasz, M. D. 


‘HE following are the particulars of the cafe of hemorrhage, 
TL cured by the application of crow-foot or geranium macula- 
tum, which occurred under the notice of Paul Cooper, of 
Woodbury, New Jerfey, and mentioned in my paper, in one 
of the numbers of your Mufeum. 


The fon of Mr. David Cooper, near Woodbury, partially di- 
vided the artery at the wrift with the point of a hatchet in trim- 
ming a tree; the wound bled profufely, and an aneurifmatic tu- 
mour of the fize of a pullet’s egg, was quickly formed. Dr. Hen- 
dry, who was immediately called, applied the tourniquet, and al- 
fo a piece of flat lead to the tumour; and apprehending that the 
ufual operation would be neceflary, requefted the afliftance of 
Dr. Wm. Shippen from Philadelphia. On the arrival of that 
gentleman, the operation was refolved on ; when the father of 
the young man infifted upon the trial of a vegetable remedy, 
which he faid he had learned the ufe of from one of the abori- 
gines of our country. He immediately repaired to the woods, 
and returned with fome of the fpecific, which was pounded in 
a mortar with a little cold water and applied to the part, and 
in a fhort time, to the great fatisfaction of the fufferer and his 
friends, immediately checked the bleeding. The tourniquet was 
left on as a precautionary meafure, but fortunately no occafion 
offered for ufing it.. In the courfe of a few days the wound 
healed, and the young man had no further trouble. 


Dr. Hendry, from whom I obtained the above particulars, 
alfo verbally communicated to me the following cafes. 


1. A man in pruning a tree divided the ftout mufcles of the 
fore-arm in an oblique direction: the wound was full four inches 
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in length, and bled profufely from a large artery, and numer- 
ous {maller veffels. His thirt fleeve was filled with blood, for 
being made tight round his wrift and fore-arm, it prevented the 
blood from efcaping, and forming a coagulum round the bleed- 
ing orifice, checked for a fhort time a further etfufion. 


The powerful effects produced by the geranium in the 
former cafe, induced Dr. Hendry to apply it in the prefent: 
accordingly he procured fome of the roots, and after wafhing 
and pounding them, filled the wound therewith: the effec 
upon the fmaller veflels was almoft inftantaneous in checking 
the profufion of their contents; and the bleeding in a fhort 
time entirely {topped ; and although as in the former cafe, the 
tourniquet was very properly permitted to remain, yet no occa- 
fion offered for ufing it. 


2. Another cafe occurred of a wound in the ankle from a 
fcythe, which had bled fo profufely as to caufe the man to 
faint; but on the application of the geranium by Dr. Hendry 
as above, it ceafed in a fhort time. 


3. In the inftance of a violent vomiting of blood, which had 
refifted a variety of remedies, an infufion of the plant in water, 
produced the defired effect in a few minutes. 


4, Another inftance mentioned to me by Dr. H. of the aif- 
tringent effects of the geranium, was that of a young man who 
hada moft obftinate hemorrhage from the focket of a jaw tooth 
which had been extra&ted. An attempt was made by a phyfician 
from Philadelphia, to clofe the bleeding orifice vy burning it with 
a red hot needle, but without effect; on the application however, 
of the geranium, the bleeding foon ceafed. In confequence of 
the virtues of the geranium having been fo often experienced 
about Woodbury in cafes of hemorrhage, the inhabitants l:ave 
been induced to cultivate the plant in their gardens ; and it 
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would be well if their example were followed by every one in 
the country, for though providence has diffufed the valuable 
plant over every part of our country, yet as it grows principally 
in the woods, and the accident it is intended to relieve may 
admit of no delay, and often happens in winter when the plant 
cannot be found, it fhould be transferred to every garden, that 
it may be at hand when wanted. 








Cafe of Paralyfs, apparently cured by Mercury and Bliflers. By 
E. GrirFritus, M. D. 


UNE 30th, 1806, I vifited C. B. a boy aged feven years. 
On the 27th inftant, he complained of a ftiffnefs and ina- 
bility to ftraighten his fingers. In the morning of the 28th, 
his mother noticed him and his brother playing in bed, to all 
appearance perfectly well ; but on taking him up he fell on the 
floor; fhe fet him on his feet again, when he fell a fecond time. 
It was now obferved, that he had loft all mufcular ftrength in 
his lower extremities ; the whole {pine from his head down- 
ward was fo weak that he could not fit upright or fupport his 
head. He retained the power of voluntary motion in his 
fhoulders and elbows; his hands were quite ufelefs, with the 
fingers immoveably half clenched. His refpiration, degluti- 
tion and fpeech were unimpaired; fenfes and mind natural 
and healthy; no fault in the {phinéter ani; he pafles water 
very feldom, but feels no inconvenience from the long reten- 


tion, and it is in rather {mall quantity. His tongue is white, 


otherwife he has no fymptom of indifpofition about him, except 
the above mentioned. | 


- 


I examined the fpine accurately, but could difcover no fault 
in it; the family had not heard any complaint whatever ; from 
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all which, as ufual, worms were blamed. I gave him valerian 
and calomel freely ; it purged him, but brought away no worms. 


July 1ft. Symptoms as yefterday. , pulv. fal. nitri, grs. x. 


tartar emetic gr. 3 every two hours. 


2d. Symptoms as yefterday ; continue medicine, and apply 
blifters to the ankles. A flight eruption begins to appear on 
the forehead. 


On the 3d and 4th, he complains of fome ftrangury from 
the blifters. The medicine is continued with the addition of 
cal. gr. 1 to each dofe. 


The 5th. Blifters to the wrifts and continue medicine. 


On the 8th, I obferved his gums a little {welled. ‘The erup- 
tion has fpread all over him except the thighs and legs; itches 
very much and looks very red. He has much more command 
of the-voluntary motions, and is ftronger than heretofore, ex- 
cept the feet and ankles which he has no power over, but they 
are perfeétly fenfible to any injury offered them. 


9th. His pulfe is more than ufually active, with a flight yel- 
lownefs of the tongue. Continue medicine, and apply muriate 


of foda to his feet. 


17th. His medicine has been continued without producing a 
falivation. Many of the eruptions have fuppurated and are 
drying. He can move his feet and toes a little, and begins to 
walk with the help of fome perfon to fupport him under the 
arms. ‘The family now informed me that the patient, when 
well, was very fond of imitating tumblers, and always trying 
to ftand on his head. I prefcribed a large blifter to the nape of 
the neck, and omitted the medicine. 
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Oa the 18th, he was able to raife himfclf on his feat in bed 
without help; the 19th, he ftood alone and walked a little, 
fteadying himfelf by holding his father’s hand. 


Another blifter was applied on the lumbar region on the 26th. 
His amendment has been very rapid fince. He is able to walk very 
wellabout the houfe alone ; he rode in a carriage five miles out 
of town and back, on the afternoon of Auguft 1ft. 


He was now fent to the country, where he was recovering 
his {trength rapidly, as I was informed foon afterwards. 
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Cafe of abdominal Swelling, cured by the Application of Nicotiana, 
or common Tobacco. Tranflated from the Italian, and communi- 


cated to the Editor, by E. Cursusn, M. D. 


YOUNG woman, aged 23 years, of a temperament 

inclining to the fanguineous, relates, that in the early 
periods of her infancy, a {welling was obfervable in the vicinity 
of the epigaftric region, which prevented her parents from 
binding her with the /wathe-band, at that time in ufe. As fhe 
approached the age of puberty, the tumor increafed, and fhe 
menftruated with great uterine pain; it then difappeared for 
fome months, and produced flattering appearances of the entire 
removal of the difeafe. Her menftrual difcharges were not re- 
gular, and were {mall in quantity ; preceded, and accompanied, 
by the moft terrible {pafmodic contractions ; after the difcharge 
of a {mall quantity of mal-conditioned blood, the vagina fuffer- 
ed very much by an acrid humour, which corroded its delicate 


membrane, and which has continued, more or lefs, to the pre- 
fent period of her age. 














Cutbufh’s Cafe of Abdominal Sweiling. 159 


The tumour, in the above defcribed part, appeared again of 
greater fize, but did not fpread, in the courfe of eight years, 
except on certain occafions, when the neruows contraltions af- 
feéted the internal parts of the abdomen; that in fuch circum- 
ftances, the patient complained of a fenfe of fretching, in the 
functions of the diaphragm, and of fuffocation. The tumour 
was, therefore, declared by fome to be the effect of Ayferic 
cramp ; in fad, the ills which tormented this unhappy damfel, 
were truly Proteiform. She fometimes complained of general 
pain in her joints, as though they had been fuddenly broken, 
at other times, of a diffufed {welling of herabdomen. She was, 
at length, attacked with fever and marafmus, accompanied by 
eruptions refembling fyphilis: to this fucceeded another phe- 
nomenon, which is worthy of remark; a fuppuration com- 
menced around the nails of her fingers, one after the other. 


Laftly, when in the 21{t year of her age, the difeafe unfold- 
ed itfelf with general convulfions; in all the voluntary motions, 
producing at the fame time, clonic and tonic convulfions: the 
abdomen was diftended fimilar to tympanites, a convulfive dry 
cough, frequently threatened fuffocation. She fuffered very 
much by a total lofs of appetite ; {mall quantities of nutriment, 
folid or fluid, irritated her ftomach, and were frequently dif- 
charged as foon as they were taken, in an unchanged ftate ; even 
fimple water was not retained. Frequently in the day when 
attacked with convulfions, aphonia and blindnefs, were com- 
mon fymptoms, but her hearing was exquifitely fenfible. She 
complained of a general tremor, which was moft troublefome 
at night; the convulfions were more or lefs violent, one hour 
before, and after funrife. 


Before, and at the period of her difficult menftruation, the 
complained of moft * cruel fenfations” in the vicinity of the 
uterus, and during the fanguineous difcharge, the fpafmodic 
pains increafed, and were moft violent, when the general con- 
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vulfions ceafed. The nervous tympanites inthis ftage, was more 
painful and hard. The continuance of this tragic fcene, im- 
paired all the functions of the animal economy, and obliged her 
to keep her bed. The difeafe baffled the moft efficacious 
means that the medical art could afford ; opium was at length 
given, to allay the convulfive tremors, in the daily ufe of 
which, fhe pafled eight months: in the fpring of 1805, her 
frame appeared to have acquired vigour, fhe left her bed daily, 
and at length, was enabled to walk. The ¢ympanitic tumour, or 
rather the Ay/feric cramp, maintained its former appearance, and 
obliged her to keep her bed, before and after menftruation. 


At this period of her difeafe, fhe confulted Edward Cutbuth, 
M. D. fenior phyfician of the American marine hofpital at this 
place, who ordered the frefh leaves of nicotiana, boiled in vine- 
gar, to be applied to the abdominal fwelling, by which the tumour 
was fotally difperfed, and the painful contractions within the 
abdomen removed ; no part of the difeafe remains, (except a 
flight fyncope, which daily affects her towards evening,) a trou- 
blefome watchfulnefs, want of appetite, and a loofenefs in her 
bowels. 


Syracufe, Fuly 1805. 


The above is an abftract of a circular letter, directed to dif- 
ferent parts of Sicily. 


SIR, : 

IN confequence of the earneft folicitation of the parents of 
the young woman, whofe cafe is above ftated, by one of her 
phyficians, fhe was brought to my houfe in Syracufe, to be 
examined. I received from herfelf and parents, a hiftory of 
her cafe, which correfponded very nearly with the above ftate- 
ment. Her parents informed me, that they had confulted 33 phy- 
ficians and furgeons of Naples, and different parts of Sicily, 
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without receiving any advantage ; fome were of opinion, that 
the {welling was owing to a collection of water in the uterus ; 
others, in the ovaria; others, that it was an enlarged liver; 
finally, two or three were ftrongly imprefled with the idea, that 
it was an extra-uterine fetus, which produced all the diftrefling 
fymptoms above ftated. 


‘On examination, I found a very ijarge {welling extending 
from the epigaftrium, in a diagonal direction, to the anterior 
fpinous procefs of the right ilium: The tumour had a number 
of inequalities on its furface ; no fluctuation could be felt; fhe 
could not bear it preffed without fuffering great pain. I muft 
confefs, I did not give any decifive opinion on the cafe, it being 
perfectly new to me, and efpecially, after the numerous contra- 
dictory opinions and practice of the firft phyficians of Naples 
and Sicily had failed in giving relief ; fhe had been twice under 
the liberal ufe of mercury in Naples and Syracufe ; in the latter 
place, by direction of a furgeon belonging to lord Nelfon’s 
f{quadron, when his lordfhip was there in 1798, without any 
beneficial effect. From the hiftory and examination, I enter- 
tained no hope of relieving her; but the folemn entreaties of 
her parents determined me to make trial of 2 remedy, which I 
had found ufeful in difcufling obftinate tumours, and which 
finally terminated a difeafe, that had been the fource of great 
diftrefs to the unfortunate female, and which, doubtlefs, prov- 


ed the difeafe to have been an hydropic affection of the uterus, 


or right Fallopian tubey though no undulation could be dif- 
covered. I directed the leaves of the nicotiana, recently col- 
leéted, to be ftewed in vinegar, and applied to the abdominal 
fwelling. ‘The firft application produced, naufea, vomiting, 
vertigo, great depreflion of mufcular ftrength, copious perfpi- 
ration, and a loofe {tate of the bowels; her pulfe became very 
flow. In confequence of the violence of the above fymptoms, 
the application was not long continued ;—but on the fucceéd- 
ing day, it was repeated, morning and evening, and produced 
Vox. III. X 
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all the above fymptoms, but ina lefs degree, attended with an im- 
menfe flow of water from the vagina. The application was 
continued twice a-day, for one week, when its effects on the 
fyitem were lefs powerful, but I was informed with the moft 
rapturous expreflions, that the tumour had diminifhed very 
much. The day following a prieft was difpatched to inform 
me, that the water was continually running from her as fhe 
walked her room. ‘he remedy was continued about 20 days, 
but the {welling difappeared entirely before the fourteenth. 
No medicine was given, except, occafionally, a fmall quantity 
of opium or wine during the day. 


When the application of the tobacco was omitted, her abdo- 
men was perfectly foft; no induration could be felt in any 
part, and fhe could bear it preffed without pain. She was oc- 
cafionally attacked with fyncope, and complained of want of 
appetite and fleep. I advifed a bandage to be applied around 
her body, a courfe of tonic remedies, a generous diet to be 
gradually increafed, equitation, and cheerful company. 


I faw her in O&obr 1805, fhe informed me that all the 
Junétions of her body were natural; her countenance was florid 
and cheerful. 


April 1ft, 1806, I was informed that fhe remained in good 
health. It is difficult to account for the modus operandi of 
tobacco in this cafe, unlefs the violent commotion, which it ex- 
cited in the fyftem, ruptured the cyft, which probably con- 
tained the water. 


I conceive the external application of tobacco, as a remedy in 
many difeafes, demands more attention from phyficians, than 
it has generally received. In obftinate conftipation of the bowels 
I haye applied tobacco, ftewed in vinegar or water, to the ab- 
‘domen, with the greateft fuccefs ; even after powerful cathar- 
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tics, enemata of different kinds, injections of tobacco-fimoke or 
the infufion of the plant have failed; and conceive it preferable. 


in many cafes of afcites, to the common mode of adminiftering 
it internally, in the form of tinéture or infufion. 


I an, fir, 
With efteem, Your’s, 
EDWARD CUTBUSH. 
Philadelphia, OGtober 14th; 1806. 


JoHnN Repman Coxe, M. D. 








Review of a Work, entitled ‘* Relacion de la Calentura biliofa 
remitente amarilla, que fe manifefto en Filadelfia, en el ana de 
1793. Por el Doétor BENJAMIN Rusu, Profeffor de Infiitu- 
tiones y de Medicini Clinica en la Univerfidad de Penfilvania. 
Traducida de la fegunda edicion publicada en Filadelfia, en 1794, 
5c. De order fuperior. Madrid, en la imprenta real aio de 
1804.” or, % An account of the bilious remitting Yellow Fever, 
as it appeared in the city of Philadelphia, in the year 1793. By 
BENJAMIN RusH, JM. D. profeffor of the Inflitutes and of 
Glinical Medicine in the Univerfity of Pennfylvania.” Tran/f- 
lated from the fecond Edition, publifhed in Philadelphia, 1794, by 
authority. Madrid, Royal Printing office, 1804. By Fexix 
Pascatis, M. D. of New York. 


"N the review of this work we will advert, firft, to the preface, 


fecondly, to the catalogue of all the European and Ameri- 
can publications on the yellow fever; thirdly, to the critical 
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notes; fourthly and laftly, to a few diflertations added and in- 
troduced for the ilJuftration of the original text. 

It would require fome. explanation to account for what 
motives the author’s name is withheld from a work, which, 
for national concerns and by authority; is devifed and exten- 
fively circulated. It is not unlikely, according to Spanifh eti- 
quette, that no name was required, while its officiality could not 
be attributed but to a certain academical rank in the medical fa- 
culty. Of that circumftance, however, we are not pofitively 
informed ; we onlycan aflirm that in Spain, the whole wotk is 
avowedly attributed to Sig. Dr. Don Ignacio Ruiz de Luzuriaga, 
fecretary of the Royal Academy of Medicine, of Madrid. 


The claims of this gentleman to a diftinguifhed reputation for 
medical and literary eminence, were at firft eftablifhed on his 
extenfive education purfued in the principal univerfities of Eu- 
rope, under the fpecial order and patronage of the king, and 
honoured in Edinburgh, Paris, and Montpellier, with the ufual 
academic degrees and adoptions. What other brilliant titles 
have been acceffary to it, beyond the merit of fuch labour and 
confiderable learning difplayed in this production, we do ‘not 
know. We will only remark, that Luzuriaga having put him- 
felf at the head of the importers and contagionifts in Spain, 
has not entered into a luxuriant and fertile foil for philofophi- 
cal minds to explore. Obfervations and facts are always dubious 
and perplexing ; in the innumerable range of thofe that can be 
adduced in controverfy, they muft lofe their authoritative ten- 
dency, and ultimately remain unnoticed. Undefined notions 
of fpecific poifons in the air, unchangeable as the elementary 
principles of the atmofphere, are aflumed myfteries,’ totally un- 
connected with the known laws of nature; the exiftence, im- 
portation, reproduction and different habitudes muft conftitute 
another fcience, with which the whole world is ftill unacquaint- 
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ed. Upon what ground or bafis {hall then this fcience repofe ; 
and with what defcription of philofophers fhall the contagion- 
ifts and importers aflociate themfelves ? It cannot be defined. 
It is to be feared, therefore, that however qualified is our Spa- 


nifh writer to rank high in Medical Philofophy ; his fate is 
now contrarily decided ; he is doomed to an unpropitious fyf- 


tem for progreflive inftru€tion and difcovery, and in the fame 
proportion, that every day enlightened men of all nations ftea- 
dily advance in the moft unknown paths, and recefles in nature, 
he muft the more recede from them, be diftanced and inglori- 
oufly remain an ufelefs writer, if not a troublefome one. 


1. The preface of this tranflation offers, at firft, an ufeful 
hiftorical compendium of the yellow fever. With pleafure we 


‘find in it, fatisfactory proofs that it had anciently exifted in 


Greece and the Archipelago, although in a form of more mo- 
derate fymptoms ; that two hundred years after the difcovery 
of America, it was obferved at different periods, in many ports 
and iflands of this new world. The ancient belief of the French 
tracing that peftilential difeafe'to their fleet from Siam, is alfo 
judicioufly refuted by that only fact, that.if imported from that 
diftant and hot region, it had not invariably proved more fatal 
to ftrangers and Europeans, than to the natives or creoles of 
Welt India iflands and ttopical countries. 


Let us now ftate what are the opinions and doctrine of Dr. 
Luzuriaga, refpecting the origin of the yellow peftilence. It 
mutt be taken for granted, that hofpital fevers, gaol, camp, and 
fhip fevers, are all contagious, and fome of thefe produced the 
primitive fomes, which with the a¢tion of heat, moifture, and 
exhalation, conftituted the degenerated poifon of the yellow fe- 
ver. This affertion requires but a few hiftorical facts, to be 
vindicated, of veffels for inftance, and crews, foldiers, and hof- 
pitals in America, which experienced anciently malignant fe- 
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vers with great mortality, &c. ‘Thus was the fomes of yellow 
fever originally produced. 


Thefe firft outlines might, however, fuggeft a coincidence 
with the famous declaration of the Academy of Medicine of 
Philadelphia, (members all named) which ftated the yellow fe- 
ver to be a higher degree of the bilious remitting of hot cli- 
mates ; this doctrine: was conftrued to invalidate any idea of 
{pecific contagion, it is cf courfe carefully removed by a com- 
petent number of written teftimonies in proof of the effential 
difference of the one from the other: 


With the provifion of all thefe premifes, our writer proceeds, 
and argues apparently with much reafon and confiftency, to 
evince the truth of his favourite theory. Grafping at all the 
names and nofological definitions which this difeafe has receiv- 
ed, he finds them all incorrect or unmeaning, until he falls 
upon the peffilential charater. Here he dwells with fatisfac- 
tion, becaufe the * true plague” as he calls it, is the only me- 
dium of comparifon to which he can refer the evidence of all 
our writers, refpecting certain peftilential (of the true plague) 
fyraptoms whigh we have noticed in our epidemics. Now, he 
goes farther ; all the negative characters: of the Yellow Fever 
we had obferved ; that of being fpontaneoufly checked or irre- 
gularly diffufed ; to break out far and wide, all at once, to {pare 
certain defcriptions of people, and to {weep all the others ; for- 
footh, they are all genuine characters of the true plague, innu- 
merable documents are at hand to prove them-to be fo. More- 
over, as well as E. Smith, of New York, could defcribe the 
plague of Athens, Lucretius has reprefented that of the United 
States. Juft as the inhabitants of our cities, efcaping from the 
horrid manfions of contagion and death, could not infect the 
adjacent countries, the fame happened in Greece when 4,000 
reinforcements fent by Athens to Potidea never could infeét it, 
although they perifhed 1050, themfelves. Plague and Yellow 
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Fever, are therefore the fame difeafe, with the difference only 
of a few fymptoms. Both are fatal and conraGrious; both 
require the fame fyftem, the fame precautions and fevere mea- 
fures, to be extirpated from the dominions of his Catholic 
Majefty ! 1! 


. We mutt confefs, were it fo well granted and afcertained, 
that the Afiatic plague is contagious, our controverfift would 
ftand vitorious, yet a while. 


s¢ Owing” fays he “ to the many errors which have exifted, 
and were conveyed by improper names affixed to the American 
peftilence, a fufhcient degree of fear being removed altogether 
with neceflary reftrictions, it was introduced in Malaga in the 
year 1741, in Cadiz, in 1731—36, and afterwards, in ’44 and 
46. In this town it was raging alfo during the fummer and 
fall of 1764.” : | 


Dr. Luzuriaga finds no objection, in the 2bove nor in any 
other recurrences, to admit the moft remarkable and fickly at- 
mofpheric circumftances, of heat, moifture and local exhala- 
tions, which, in his theory, are originally and eventually accef- 
fory, to the formation and developement of the contagious 
poifon, as they have the power to extricate it from other fevers, 
to expand it, and ultimately give it the peftilential character. 


In the interefting account of the introduction of the Yellow 
Fever into Spain, during the fummer of 1800, by the thip 
Dolphin, from Havanna and Charlefton; our. writer has thus 
prepared himfelf to meet with, and to overcome every difficulty. 
An exceflive heat with unfalubrious» winds, after abundant 
rains, were forming an atmofpheric conftitution, than which, 
being combined with the exotic fomes, nothing could be more 
fatal. Being however fufpicious, that many of the odfervations 
and fads adduced to prove the actual importation, would not 
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bear-a fevere fcrutiny, he takes the wife method of fecuring a 
great latitude to all the poflible ways by which it might have 
been introduced. Many other vefiels indeed, from Vera Cruz 
and different ports of the United States, anchored in Cadiz, 
fome time after the arrival of the Dolphin, and he declines to 
decide which of them was the immediate caufe of the calamity. 
He now matterly deferibes its progrefs and continuance through 
out the fouthern provinces of the Peninfula. A difficulty is in 
the way. How Cadiz, the fineft, the cleaneft, and healthieft 
fpot, could fuffer fuch a fevere intenfity of the peftilence and 
proportion of mortality? Why, after her emigrants had in- 
fected all the adjacent neighbouring towns, Cadiz remained, 
as it were, on a central point, opened and expofed to the reach 
of their combined effluvia, and to their current of peftilential in- 
fluence. 3 


When relating the fucceeding occurrences of Yellow Fever 
in 1801 and 1803, we are forry to find our medical obferver 
inconfiftent with the principal tenets of his theory, for he ad- 
verts no more to any mode of tran/miffion or formation of the 
American plague, although it was equally contagious, efpe- 
cially in Medina Sidonia, a large inland and elevated town ; 
certainly, the poifon of former years could not have been re- 
produced after its total extinction, unlefs it was of Aome-engen- 
dered nature. It was, perhaps, with an intention to compenfate 
for that material deficiency, that he immediately relates the hif- 
tory of frequent and fpontaneous appearances of the Yellow 
Fever in the continental Spanifh dominions of North America, 


and in the ifthmus. 


In terminating his preface, the learned author juftly expa- 
tiates on the neceflity of confulting and examining all the writ- 
ings relative toa fubje€t of great national importance. That 
tafk he could not more faithfully difcharge, than by tranflating 
one of the moft ufeful productions, the account, &c. by Benja- 
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min Rufo. ‘To him he dedicates an eloquent, but merited tri- 
bute of praife and refpeét, delineating his candour as an author, 
his courage in practice, his fortitude during a perfecuting op- 
pofition to his doctrines and advice, his accuracy of obferva- 
tions and perfect knowledge of the fubje&t of the prefent in- 


quiry. 


Dr. Luzuriaga refpectfully propofes alfo to offer his ftric- 
tures, to fubftantiate his arguments, in every point, in which 
he mutt differ from the American Profeflor. 


2. The catalogue of Portuguefe, Spanifh, Englifh, Dutch, 
North American and French works, which treat’ of the Yellow 
Fever, deferves a particular notice; it comprifes every interefting 
paper or effay on that fubject, that were inferted in any of the 
European and American periodical collections. ‘They are all 
mentioned alfo in their own original language, and the whole be- 
comes confequently a very precious collection for the ufe of the 
learned ; which in time muft be the means of diffufing know- 
ledge and fubftituting it to prejudice and panick. 


3. The notes affixed to the tranflation are numerous, in- 
ftructive, and well connected with the various points fubjected 
to elucidation or controverfy. In reference to the Brownonian 
theory; which he alleges has been partially and with modifica- 
tion, adopted by Dr. Ruth, he offers a feries of interefting 
arguments againft it. Of the do€trine of the latter on fevers, 
he fubjoins an accurate expofition, offers-but few obferva- 
tions againft it, which we do not judge adequate to the merit 
of the controverted fubje€t, nor fubverfive of the principles 
upon which it ftands. Luzuriaga appéaraaverfe to thofe new 
modes of thinking, which militate with his favourite, and, I 
dare to fay, habitual phyfiology in the manner of Boerhaave, 
Hoffman and Cullen. How could it be true, that nothing but 
error and pernicious applications refult from medern theoties ° 

Vox. Ii. i 
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And fhould he not impeach his own underftanding for conclud- 
ing from the novelty of names, that as they obfcure and con- 
fule our ideas, they fhould always be exploded from medical 
language? To the infatuated Brownonian, we would, like 
him, repeat the well applied advice of the Poét : 


“ Parce, puer, ftimulis; et fortits utere loris.” 


But to the unqualified and exelufive admirer of ancient doc- 
trines, who even rejects the ufeful help of ingenious exertions 
of the moderns, let us at leaft recommend to attend to caufes 
hitherto unknown : Y 


“ Ni refugis, teruefque piget cognofcere caufas.” 
¥ 

It is but juft to cenfure the Spanifh tranflator for connecting 
fo often, the names of the writers he confults, with what he 
fuppofes to be their opinions, do€trines, and obfervations, in a 
{ftyle and propofitions different from their own, to which he 
feldom takes the trouble to mark any literal reference. There 
never can be fufficient reafon to difpenfe in controverfy with 
fuch a rule, as propofitions derive always their meaning from 
antecedents and connexion with their intended deduction. In 
the notes of Luzuriaga, we find frequently ourfelves in a very 
ftrange and complicated drefs ; with difficulty we can make out 
at laft our own features, At that rate, the honour of being 

noticed is very equivocal. How far the author has expofed 

himfelf to confiderable miftatements, by his own mode of quo- 

tation, it would be difficult to aicertain; but while we reje&t the 

defign or fuppofition of unfair inquiries, we regret to be able 

to point out fome material inaccuracies of the kind ; moreover, 

fo many quotations do not conittitute precifely a meritorious 

appearance of learning or erudition ; they do not look better in- 

deed than many files and ftrings of notes, for various fubjeés, 

more fymmetrically than judicioufly arranged. 
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4., The tranflation is very correct, and as far as we could 
judge conformable to the original text. Some pages however 
have been fupprefled and conden/ed in a fhort difcourfe, exprefling 
cenforious obfervations, on account of Dr. Rufh declaring his 
wifhes that the public could be always informed of the nature 
and method of cure of peftilential difeafes : this is thought in- 
confiftent with his having warned his readers in another place, 
and apprifed them that his fuccefsful mode of treatment in 1794, 
could not be applied in any other recurrence of the epidemic. 
But if experienced practitioners are aware of whatever altera- 
tions of fynyStoms and change of remedy another peftilential 
prevalence might conftitute, what danger can arife from their 
timely and earneftly recommending practical means, which are 
to be depended on, efpecially during calamitous periods of de- 
fertion and death, when the fick are frequently left diftreffed 
and helplefs ? 


Luzuriaga undertakes to fubftitute a difcourfe on Prognoftics, 
to the account of Dr. Ruth; becaufe this part has been, he 
thinks, treated flightly and remains very deficient. Another 
file of medical documents of diverfe authorities, is preffed on 
to ftate all the varieties of prognoftics on the yellow fever. 


Here. we muft fay that the Spanifh writer indecoroufly fup- 
pofes, that fuch ufelefs details have not been known, nor timely 
thought of ; no doubt they were, and were properly alfo, judg- 
ed ufelefs. In fa&t, from the immenfe variety of accidents and 
fymptoms known to him, what could he devife towards a uni- 
form fyftem of nofological prognoftics? If the tafk of obfer- 
vers and practitioners was jutt fet on foot, to commence an in- 
veftigation of the characters and effeéts ,of this difeafe ; a mi- 
nute inquiry of all that could have been writtex, might perhaps 
better fubftantiate the form of its fymptoms and prognoftics. 
But to thofe who write to prove, that notions heretofore fup- 
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ported, are imperfect and erroneous, a new difplay of fayings 
and quotations gn the fame fubjeQ, is faftidious and ufe+ 
lefs. | 


In this article we notice with pleafure, that colle€ting the 
beft meteorological tables and obfervations, which were ob- 
tained at the period of 1798, Luzuriaga takes the opportuni- 
ty of evincing the fallacy of the inductions,made by Mr. Mat- 
thew Carey, againft the local and domeftic origin of the Yel- 
low Feyer, on the ground that atmofpheric influence of rains 
and cold rather increafed the mortality, for he juftly refers the 
invafion of all thofe fatal cafes to previous more warm and in- 
falubrious days, &c. 


In the laft part of this work, we are really gratified by a cre- 
dible, and authoritative difplay of faéts in favour of a good re- 
medy and preventive in the Yellow Fever. ‘ Spain itfelf can 
offer to enlightened Europe, the greater mafs of thofe in- 
{tances in which a timely ufe of oil, applied externally or in- 
ternally, has produced a radical cure.” ‘To thofe refpeCtable 
teftimonies, if we add thofe that were of late years collected 
in the Levant, during the ravages of the plague; we are, no 
doubt, obliged to give it our examination or affent. Ancient 
documents are not wanted to exemplify the falutary effects of 
that remedy, in any indication congenial to peftilential difeafe, 
It is our opinion, that fri€tions of oil and coatings of idio-elec- 
tric fubjtances will ultimately prove neceflarily ufeful in plague, 
Yellow Fever, &c.™ 


The two addreffes of our worthy Profeffor, to his fellow ci- 
tizens, publifhed in the year 1799, are fubjoined to this tranf- 


* An interefting paper on the fame fubje&, has lately been publifhed by Wm.. 
Hunter, A. M. of the Afiatic Society of Calcutta, and Surgeon of the Marine 
Eftablifhment at Bengal. Vide, Edinb. Med. Jour. No. 6. 
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lation. The firft leads naturally the Spanith contagionift to 
take a particular notice of the different opinion it promulgates 
of the non-contagioufnefs of the Yellow Fever; and again, a 
lift of quotations is reforted to, as numerous and weighty as the 
circumftance of the cafe requires. But why are they reforted 
to, when it is logically intended to refute them all? Is not that 
mode of reafoning called petitio principii ! What can thofe au- 
thorities prove againft a belief, rendered fo recommendable by 
the rare inftance of a felf-gained triumph, over a.contrary doc- 


trine, which the fame man had formerly adopted, and which he 
now candidly oppofes. 


It is too often the cafe, that books are analyfed or review- 
ed, with the view of finding fault and caufe for criticif{m, or 
encomium. ‘This tafk being accomplifhed, the reader will 
like or diflike the book forever, without knowing much about 
it. I hope that no fuch irrevocable judgment fhall refult 
from this account of the above work, as neither is intended. © 


We withed to give a correct idea of a foreign production, 
which contains much original matter of important national 
concern; but fo interfperfed*that it would hardly be made the 
fubje& of a tranflation, and probably will never be circulated 
amongus: On the other hand, it was neceflary for the fake of 
controverfy, to fearch among the comments fo officially and 
authoritatively circulated in Europe, wank we could find 
reafon to fuppofe the doctrine invalidated, of the domettic ori- 
gin of the Yellow Fever, which we have conftantly advocated 
in America, and we confidently leave it to the impartial reader, 
to judge and appreciate. 


Luzuriaga has, notwithftanding, well merited of his country, 
fer prefenting it with one of the moft ufeful bookse To him 
all writers who have added fomething to the ftock of general 
information, are indebted for being honourably and impartially 
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noticed. As a writer and a tranflator, he excels by his learn- 
ing, and by the laborious compilation he has accomplifhed ;, as 
an author, it is true, he is aftonifhingly paflive, among fo ma- 
ny evidences and arguments, which might fo eafily fubvert ail 
his doctrine; his candour, therefore, is the more genuine and 
recommendable, and we propofe it as a model altogether, with 
the refpectful, dignified and liberal deportment towards all 
his adverfaries. Inventive geniufes obtain fame and cele- 
brity ; but profound and learned men, are likewife entitled to 
praife and admiration, while refpect and gratitude, are abuna 
dantly treafured up for them all. 











An Account of the Effeds of copigus Blood-letting,in a Cafe of 
difficult Parturition. By Dr. Bs SPENCE, of Dumfries, in 
Virginia, in a letter to DR. Benjamin Rusu. 





Mi: J B » about 34 years of age, of a delicate 


habit, very irritable nerves, and fubject occafionally 
to attacks of hyfteria, was taken in Jabour with her firft child, 
on Thurfday, 5th June, 1806. On Saturday evening, the 7th, 
I was defired to vifit her. I found her very reftiefs, her pulfe 
full and flow, tongue white, fkin hot, very thirfty, but her bow- 
els fufficiently open. The midwife informed me that her pains 
had been pretty conftant, but weak ; that the waters had been 
difcharged about twelve hours, that the head prefented, but 

. made no progrefs on account of the rigidity of the parts. 
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About 10 o’clock, P. M. I drew twenty-four ounces of blood 


ftom her arm, by a large orifice, and although formerly difpof- 


ed to faint, when bled, there was not the fmalleft tendency to 
it, on the prefent occafion, and I could not perfuade her to fit 
or to ftand up. After this bleeding, however, the fell afleep, 
and on waking, felt refrefhed, and lefs thirfty and feverith; 
but the labour pains were ftill inconfiderable. 


About twenty hours after bleeding her, having examined 
| found the head prefenting clofely furrounded 
by the os uteri, and neither of the ears could be felt. ‘The ex- 
ternal parts were much {woln and fore to the touch. 


As fhe had now been in labour four days, had become ex- 
tremely impatient and apprehenfive, and her relations much 
alarmed, I again refolved to have recourfe to copious blood- 
letting, to induce fyncope, and thereby relax the parts and 
accelerate delivery. I ftated to her hufband the objec& I 
had in view; and accordingly at 10P.M.I had her plac- 
ed on the knee of an affliftant, and opened a vein in the arm by 
a large orifice. While the blood was flowi ing freely, fhe was 
raifed on her feet, and fupported by two women, and when 
about thirty ounces were drawn, fhe began to complain of be- 
ing fainty ; faid fhe was ready to fink, looked very pale, and 
large drops of {weat covered her face. Her arm was now tied 
up, and fhe was laid on the bed ; a few minutes thereafter, her 
labour pains came on with great force, and fhe was fafely deli- 
vered an hour after the bleeding. 
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Obfervations on Parts of Burns’ Hiftory of the Gravid Uterus. 
By Wo. P. Dewees, M. D. 


HERE are few things lefs perfectly underftood than the 
‘) anatomy of the human ovum before the third month of 
pregnancy. We mutt alfo include in this charge, the condi- 
tion of the uterus itfelf, and of its appendages, until this pe- 





riod of geftation: this has arifen from two circum Tapas, 
ly; namely, lft. the infrequent occurrence of fubjects pro- ° 


per for the inveftigation ; and fecondly, the minutenefs of fome 
of the parts, or the'r very gradual, or very fudden change from 
their original, or unimpregnated ftate. Hence has arifen the 
variety of defcriptions given us by different authors, who faw 
rather what they wifhed to fee,.than what abfolutely exifted. 
Imagination ought never to fupply, what alone fhould be de- 
monftrated ; it fhould never give its chimeras, for anatomical 
facts. In matters of mere opinion, {peculation is allowable ; 
but if indulged in to fupply anatomical deficiency, it fhould be 
at leaft premifed that conjecture is taking the lead, for want of 
fullicient obfervation to fupply the place of phyfical truths. 


I have been led to thefe refle€tions from a work on the gra- 
vid uterus* having juft. come into my hands, in which I con- 
ceive there is indulged no inconfiderable licenfe of the kind jut 


mentioned. ‘This I truly lament, as there is confiderable in- 


duftry, obfervation, and acumen difplayed in many parts of it. 
The errors, as I conceive them to be, I have no doubt will be 
corrected by the fubfequent obfervations and reflections of the 
author himfelf, as they muft fooner or later {trike him, as cir- 
cumftances not fupported by anatomy, analogy, or reafon. 


* The Anatomy of the Gravid Uterus, &c, by John Burns. 
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‘The firft circumftance I fhall notice will be his account of 
the manner in which the ovum defcends inte the uterus, and 
the condition of the parts through which it pafles. He fays, 
p- 150, that ‘ Before the embryo pafles down through the fal- 
Jopian tube into the uterus, that organ is every where lined with 
a vafcular fubftance, which is produced by the action of gefta- 
tion taking place in the uterus. This, which has received the 
name of the tunica decidua, confifts of two layers, the inner of 
which is entire, but the outer is perforated at the os uteri and 
entrance of the tubes. This outer layer enters, for about an 
inch, within the fallopian tubes, and defcends down the fides of 
the cervix uteri to its mouth terminating in that gluten which 
fhuts it up. 


«« The ovum is likewife covered, (p. 151,) with a vafcular 
coat, confidting of thaggy veffels, arifing from the chorion.” 


I would afk, what proof is there that, the «* outer layer of 
the decidua enters, for about an inch, within the fallopian 
tubes ?” is there any? is this a fact warranted either by diffec- 
tion or analogy ? I think it is not. My reafons for thinking fo 
are, firft, that it never has been demonftrated ; and fecondly, 
that it would be injurious, It would be injurious by ftopping 
up the mouth of the fallopian tubes, and thus offer an obftruc- 
tion to the paflage of the ovum; for we are not told that thefe 
orifices are increafed in fize during pregnancy, and if they be 
not increafed in fize at this time, it would be in vain, that the 
anatomift fhould apply his knife to demonftrate an efilorefcence 
of vefflels for an inch within their cavities, fince in their natural 
{tate they {carcely allow a briftle to pafs. With what chance 
of fuccefs, then, can we hope that this will ever be proved by 
anatomy, more efpecially as all reafon is againft it ? It would 


be idle to urge that, at this period of pregnancy they acquire 
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more fize, unlefs it can be demonftrated; and the more fo, as 
it would feem they dilated but to be obftrufted. But let us afk 
for what purpofe is the decidua within the tubes; can any ufe 
be found for it? The author himfelf urges none. May we 
not fafely fay, it would be injurious, and offer a great rifk to 
the ovum being detained, and developed there, fince the ovum 
itfelf is covered with a vafcular coat ‘ which is to inofculate 
with the decidua reflexa after it enters the uterus?” And if it 
be covered with a coat confifting of fhaggy veffels” for the 
purpofe juft mentioned, why fhould this union not take place 
with the veffels of the decidua within the tubes, fince it is ad- 
mitted by all the experimental phyfiologifts that the ovum or ova 
may remain fome days inthe tube. At leaft this has obtained 
in the inferior animals, and if analogy be admifhible in an in- 
quiry of this kind, we could have no hefitation to conclude, it 
would remain equally long with the human female; and which 
no doubt would be time fufficient to form a connection every 
way firm enough, to detain it within the tube ; the author him- 
felf fays, p. 151, that when the ovum defcends into the ute- 
rus, it does not fall freely into the cavity, but is every where 
furrounded with a vafcular coat fromthe uterus. With this 
coat the veflels of the chorion unite ; and were we, therefore, 
at this period,” (that is, of its defcent into the uterus) * to ex- 
amine the ovum, we fhould find, that its fhaggy veffels united 

at one part, with the decidua, at the fallopian tubes,” (why 
therefore, not within them) * and, at every other part, with the 


inner layer, which is pufhed before it.” 
. 


From this it would appear that, agreeably to the author, the 
‘union between the ovum and the uterus, or at leaft the produc- 
tion of the uterus, takes place very rapidly ; if this be admitted, 
it fhould alfo be allowed, that a fimilar union might take place 
within the tubes, unlefs fome good reafon can be given for the 
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ovum’s not inofculating with the decidua, as readily as with the 
decidua reflexa; but it does unite as readily with the one as 
with the other, according to his own doétrine, for he tells us, 
p. 158, that when the ovum falls into the uterus in a certain di- 
rection that it then unites with the inner layer of the decidua, 
which afterwards becomes decidua reflexa. 


The next circumftance I fhall notice is the mode in which 
the ovum is nourifhed, and defcends into the uterus. * The 
embryo” fays he, p. 152, ‘is at firft a {mall fpeck, growing 
clofe to the fides of its membranes.” We would afk what is 
precifely meant by the embryo growing to its membranes ? 
Have they ever been feparate? If they have, by what kind of 
union are they joined ? And where does this union take place ? 
The embryo, p. 152, is faid moft likely to derive its nourifhment 
from that portion of the fhaggy chorion which covers the 
part of the membranes to which it is attached.” It mutt be 
remembered that the ovum is now fet free from the ovarium, 
and confequently not attached any where until it defcends into 
the uterus to form a union with the reflected decidua; but 
the embryo muft have fupport until this junction is formed ; 
from whence does it derive it? From the fpongy chorion ; 
from whence does the fpongy chorion derive it? ‘This the au- 
thor does not tell us. ‘fhe chorion either has received a ftock 
from the ovarium before its departure (which has never been 
proven), eethe extremities of its veflels muft have the power of 
abforption, a circumftance wanting proof; and the more efpe- 
cially as we are told this fhaggy coat is to be the bond of union 
between it andthe decidua reflexa. For we are immediately 
after told, *‘ when it defcends into the uterus, the decidua 
gives an additional covering, and joins its aid to the increafed 
‘demands of the embryo ; and the two™vafcular coats form the 
placenta.’ From our author’s account therefore, I am much at 
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a lofs to account for the fupport of the embryo while it is at the 
mercy of the fallopian tubes, and before it forms a connection 
with its mother. It is true Mr. Burns, p. 115, feems to think 
he does away every difficulty by faying, “ it is probable, that, 
at firft, the embryo grows by a kind of hydatid life ;” but does 
this explain it ? Is it not as difficult to form an idea of hydatid 
life as any other? If the fyftem by which this kind of life (if 
we may fo term it) is maintained be lefs complex, is it lefs fur- 
prifing, or of lefs drfhcult folution ? 


I fhall now advert to another fpeculation of our author ; 
here, fome indulgence may be given fafely to fancy; but it 
ought to be admitted as a conjecture, and not advanced as a 
phyfiological truth. He fays, p. 153, ‘¢ as that part of the 
membranes to which the embryo is attached, generally enters 
the uterus laft, it follows, if this account of the formation of 
the placenta be true, (that is, of its being the joint produce of 
the fpongy chorion and decidua reflexa,) that the placenta will 
be formed originally over that part of the uterus, where the tube 
enters the decidua, at that {pot joining with the chorion to form 
it. But in fome inftances the cafe is reverfed, and the embryo 
enters foremoft, the reft of the membranes following it. When 
this happens, then the inner layer of the decidua, which was. 
ftretched acrofs the orifice of the tubes, ‘and which is aftér- 
wards to become the decidua reflexa, will contribute to the for- 
mation of the placenta.” 


The author has indulged here no common fhare of conjec- 
ture, which by the peculiarity. of language gives a very impofing 
appearance, and which might be miftaken for a well afcertain- 
ed fact. ‘The manner in which the ovum enters the ute- 
rus muft from the very nature of things ever remain in pro- 
found obfcurity. We need never hope for this point to be 
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cleaféd up, as the minutenefs of the ovum itfelf ;_ the impoffibi- 
lity of ever comparing the manner in which they fall into the 


uterus; but above all, the improbability that it fhould be wit- 


neffed in the act of falling, will ever place this matter among 
the many, which belong to conception, beyond the ken of 
man. 


It is confefledly lawful on this part of the fubject to indulge 
in hypothefis ; but it is mifleading too far, when a language is 
employed that would convey the idea of the fact being tho- 
roughly afcertained ; who would but believe, that the mode in 
which the ovum enters the uterus, was well fubftantiated, 
when he reads, * as that part of the membranes of the ovum 
to which the embryo is attached, generally enters the uterus 
laft ;” p: 153, and again in the fame paragraph ; « but in fome 
inftances the cafe is reverfed, and the embryo enters firft.” 
Who, I fay, from this language would fuppofe, but what the 
author had frequently witnefled the fact, or has had fome very 
cogent reafons for believing, that it entered precifely as he has 
prefcribed ? The language of doubt is not eniployed ; it is given 
as a faét of which there could be no difpute. But we hefitate 
not to fay, no one has ever had an opportunity to afcertain this 
point ; therefore all that is faid refpecting the fituation of the 
placenta, muft be received as conjecture, 


“It has ever been a puzzle to determine why the placenta 
fhould not always be attached nearly to the fame place of the 
uterus. To do away this difficulty Mr. B. has afferted, that, 
the part of the membranes, to which the ovum is attached, 
generally enters the uterus laft, having before premifed that, 
the placenta is the joint production of the decidua and chorion, 
and that their union takes place oppofite the part to which the 
foetus is attached. It was therefore neceflary to this theory, 
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to fuppofe, * the part of the membranes to which the erfféryo 
is attached,” fhould «¢ generally enter laft.” And to account 
for the placenta being occafionally placed over or near the 
mouth of the uterus, it was alfo neceffary to admit that, “ in 
fome inftances the cafe is reverfed.” 


I have already faid, there was no hope of this ever being de- 
monftrated ; let us inquire now, how far it can be fupported by 
facis and reafon. From the premifes laid down by Mr. B 
it muft from his own. confeflion follow, ‘that the placenta 
(p. 153) will be formed originally over that part of the uterus, 
where the tube enters the decidua ; at that fpot joining with 
the chorion to form it.” Now if this be admitted as a fact, 
we fhould always find the placenta covering one of the tubes, 
or in other words that it would always be at or near the fundus 
ef the uterus, except in thofe cafes, where matters are reverfed, 
or where the embryo enters the uterus firft. « When this 
happens,” fays our author, ‘¢ then the inner layer of the dect- 
dua, which was {ftretched acrofs the orifice of the tube, and 
which is afterwards to become the decidua reflexa, will contri- 
bute to the formation of the placenta. In this cafe by the dif- 
tention of the ovum, and the yielding of the decidua reflexa, 
the placenta will come at laft to be inferted over the mouth, or 
over fome inferior part of the uterus.” 


Agreeably to this do€trine, the placenta muft be found in 
one of three places, namely, over the openings of the fallopian 
tubes, or at the inferior part of the uterus." Does this accord 
with experience ? the gentleman himfelf, I am fure, upon re- 
fle€tion, will fay no. There is certainly no part of the internat 
furface of the uterus to which the placenta may not be attach- 
ed; and I believe it will accord with the obfervation of every 
accoucheur, when I fay, I do not think any one part of the fupe-. 
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rior@hree-fourths of that vifcus, feems more efpecially felected 
for its implantment. Boudeloque* in combating the opinions 
of Monf. Levret on the caufes of the obliquity of the uterus, 
furnifhes us with many examples of uncertainty, to what part 
of this organ the placenta adheres. And Monf. Levret is of 
opinion, that the obliquity of the uterus happens when ever 
the placenta is not attached to the centre of the fundus; now 
if this be true, it will demonftrate how rarely it is grafted 
there, fince almoft every woman is fubjeét to this complaint. 
But we will not infift on this negative proof of the variety of 
places to which this mafs may be attached, fince the obferva- 


tion of every day affords abundant proof of it. 


But let us examine fora moment the manner in which we 
fuppofe the ovum to pafs into the uterus. ‘The ovum, we fup- 
pofe, when detached from the ovarium, muft be completely 
globular, and that its membranes poffefs a confiderable degree 
of firmnefs, that it may not be burlt by the action of the fallo- 
pian tube; now if it be completely fpherical it muft revolve 
frequently in its courfe down the tube, as we prefume it is fur- 
thered along by that canal repeatedly contracting from behind ; 
if this be true, to what part of the genital fyftem fhall we at- 
tach the power, of meafuring exaétly the length of the tube ? 
to determine the precife number of revolutions it is to make, 
that «the part of the membranes to which the embryo is at- 
tached may enter the uterus laft” ; to nicely adjuft its fituation 
before it enters the tube, that the cafe may not be reverfed, and 
the embryo be made to “enter firft.” I fay to what part thall 
we give this power? without all thefe precautions we fhall fee 
-at once that, the ovum muft enter the uterus promifcuoufly ; 
this in faét we fuppofe, and hence we find its placenta may be 

~ 


* Midwifery, Vol. I. Art. Obliquity of the Uterus. 
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attached indifferently to any part of the internal furface of 
this organ. 


From a note in p. 153, we are led to fuppofe, that Mr. B. 
does not entertain the fame opinion of the fhape and firmnefs 
of the ovum as is contended for here, fince he fays, ‘* The en- 
trance of the ovum may be compared to the delivery of the 
child, at full time. In both the membranes protrude firft ; at 
leaft they always protrude firft in labour, owing to the bulk of 
the child; and moft commonly they protrude firft from the 
tube, although, from the fmallnefs of the embryo this does not 
invariably happen.” I fhall not remark on the glaring incon- 
fiftency of the comparifon, but merely ftate, what ftrikes me 
as the opinion of Mr. B. of the form of the ovum... From 
what he advances in the note juft quoted, we are led to fup- 
pofe, he thinks the paflage of the ovum a {pecies of labour, and 
that the membranes of it are lax or not.completely diftended, 
fince they are pufhed before the embryo, like the. membranes 
at full time before the advanging child. ~ Now, if this be ad- 
mitted, what is to preferve the tender embryo from the de- 
ftructive embrace of the contracting fallopian tube ? 


T conceive that Mr. B.’s ideas on this fubje& cannot be ad- 
mitted, as the moft trifling compreffion would be fufficient to 
deftroy the embryo ; and agreeably to his own ftatement the 
ovum muft neceflarily be fubjeted to confiderable reftraint, 
fince the decidua lines the tubes for an inch, which mutt ferve 
very much to diminifh their capacity ; and alfo, fubje&ts the 


ovum to fufficient preflure to lengthen and paris out the mem- ° 


branes before the embryo. 
Befides, we have the authority of moft of the experimental- 
ifts on this fubjett, to fay, that the ova are completely round, 
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if any dependence is to be put upon their figures of them; 
thofe of De Graaf and Cruikfhank are decidedly fo, and we 
truft that reafon confirms the opinion. — It will now irrefiftibly 
follow, that Mr. B.’s ftatement of the manner in which the 
ovum enters the uterus is chimerical ; and that the ovum mutt 
frequently apply different portions of its furface to that of the 
tube during its paflage through it, confequently, no certainty 
can obtain with refpeét to the part it may prefent to the open- 
ing at the uterus. 


Philadelphia, 15th November, 1806. 


Dear Sir, 


The above paper was written nearly a twelvemonth fince, 
but with a different view than for publication ; but as I have 
for the prefent abandoned the object I then and in view, I 


fubmit it now to your difpofal. 


I am, Sir, yours with efteem, 
WILLIAM P. DEWEES. 


Dr. Joon REDMAN Coxe. 








- 


Safe of Hydrocele, fucce/sfully treated without a Jurgical Ope- 


ration. Read before the Philadelphia Medical Lyceum, Novem- 
ber 5th, 1806, by WiLL1aM SHaw, M. D. 


was afflited with Hydrocele of the Tunica Vaginalis, 
The tumour was about four inches in diameter at the lower 
and moft depending part, and extendgd upward, in the direc- 
tion of the fpermatic cord, to the abdominal ring. It was of 
a pyramidal figure, nearly fix inches in length. The tefticle 
could not without great difficulty be difcovered. 
Vor.. IIT. Aa 


O* the 19th of January, 1804, I vifited Mr. A. S. who 
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The tumor was tranfparent at the lower and anterior part- 
It gave him very little pain, unlefs when the bandage that fufl-. 
pended it was removed, or when he ftood near a fire, in which 
fituation, he felt a fenfation of fcalding : the principal inconve- 
nience was from its fize. The difeafe had been gradually ad- 
vancing for five months before I was confulted. 1 immediate- 
ly propofed an operation for the removal of the water; but 
to this he objected, ftating that his bufinefs, at that time, 
would not admit of his confinement. He wifhed me to make 
trial of fome other means. I then commenced the .cure by 
friétion to the part with ftrong mercurial ointment, and by 
fufpending the fcrotum in a leather bag, on the inner furface 
of which was fpread a quantity of the fame ointment. ‘The 
parts were directed to be well wafhed with warm water and 
foap, once in three days. He was occafionally bled, and draf- 
tic purges were adminiftered twice or thrice a week. He pro- 
ceeded in this courfe for three weeks without any apparent be- 
nefit, though the mercury had caufed confiderable forenefs of 
his gums, accompanied by a gentle ptyalifm. During this pe- 

«tiod he loft from the arm near fifty ounces of blood. Difap-. 
pointed in the refult of thofe meafures, and my patient ftill un- 
willing to undergo a furgical operation, I attempted the cure by 
a different treatment, as foon as thé mercurial ation had fub- 
fided. ‘Two grains of tartarifed antimony, combined with an 
equal quantity of powdered digitalis, were given him morning 
and evening, which vomited pretty brifkly, aud kept his bowels 
open. He alfo was defired to bathe the parts frequently in the 
day with cold water. This plan was continued about two 
weeks, when the whole of the water feemed to be removed, and 
the fcrotum and tefticle reduced, almoft to their ‘natural fize. 
‘The medicine was now difcontinued, and leeches were ap- 
plied to remove alittle inflammation, which ftill exifted in the 
tefticle and {permatic veffels. The cold water was employed a 
few weeks longer, in order to ftrengthen the parts, and prevent 
a return of the difeafe. 
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No fymptom of the complaint has, however, yet recurred, 
and he now enjoys good health, It is proper to obferve, that 
this man was not confined during the cure; but was able to at- 
tend to his bufinefs, which is a circumftance in favour of this 


plan. 








Some Account of the Appearances on Diffeétion in certain Cafes of 
Yellow Fever, and Notice of fome Symptoms of the Difeafe, as it 
appeared th the City Hofpital in the Year 1805. Read before the 
Philadelphia Medical Lyceum, 1806, by JosErH Par- 
risH, M. D. 





P.* the fubjeét of Yellow Fever has become veryintre 
ing to the citizens of the United States, and 46 in feveral 
of our populous cities, many thoufands have fallen victims to its 
ravages, it become$-the duty of thofe practitioners of medicine, 
who have had an opportunity of obferving many cafes of this 
formidable difeafe, to render all the information in their power 
vefpecting it ; and although the limits of the prefent eflay will 
not admit of entering at large upon the fubject, yet if it goes 
no further than to confirm fome facts related by others, I fhall 
have at Jeaft, made an effort to contribute my part; and fhall 
proceed to. an account of certain appearances on diffeCtion, and 
to notice fome fymptoms of the difeafe, as it appeared at the 
City Hofpital in the fummer and autumn of laft year. 


In concert with my friend and colleague, (the late) Dr. John 


Church, and affifted by Dr. S. Tucker, and our prefent fecre- 
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tary, J. Perkin, who both refided with me at’ the hofpital, 1 


examined a confiderable number of the patients who died at that 
inftitution. : | 

The uniformity of difeafed appearances in the ftomach was 
very remarkable, and it was obferved that where the inflamma- 
ticn of this vifcus feemed to have been moft violent, the quan- 
tity of matter denominated black vomit was the leaft; and in 
fome inftances where the whole furface of the villous coat had 


been very highly inflamed, there was a total abfence of black 
matter. 


The liver in fome fubjects was natural, in others it was ting- 
ed of a yellow colour ; the gall-bladder contained bile which at 
firft fight appeared perfectly black, but on dipping linen or 
white paper into it, a dark green colour was immediately evi- 
dent, except in two inftances where it was of a dark orange co- 
lour and thick confiftence ; it refembled the fyrup of rhubarb. 
The ftomach in both inftances contained the black vomit. When 
this fluid was fubjected to the fame teft as the bile, it was ge- 
nerally found of a dark reddith or chocolate colour, but never 
had a greenifh caf. 


Two fubje€ts were examined who died comatofe; the brain 
in both inftances, and the membranes invefting it, appeared na- 


tural: in one of thefe cafes, the ftomach contained black matter, 


and an introfufceptio of the fmall inteftines was difcovered in 
two portions; in the other, the ftomach did not contain any 
black matter, and had been but very flightly inflamed; the ve- 
fica urinaria had been in a ftate of great inflammation, it had a 
number of blotches upon its inner coat of a deep fcarlet colour. 
A part of the fmall inteftines was of a very dark colour ap- 
proaching to gangrene, its inner coat was lined with a bloody 
mucus. <A fimilar appearance was obferyed in feveral other 



















° ae - 










Parrifhy on Yeliow Fever. T89 


fubjects.* Two other cafes of introfufceptio were alfo met 
with. Worms in the inteftines were frequently obferved dur- 
ing the courfe of the epidemic; I have known them to craw] 
from the patients during their illnefs. 


Three cafes occurred wherein there was no fecretion of 
urine, all of them {weated moft profufely, and all died. One of 
them was examined after death ; the bladder did not contain a 
tea-fpoonful of urine. This patient was affected with a paralyfis 
_ of his lower extremities a few hours before his deceafe; his 
mind appeared to be perfectly collected at the time, and he de- 
fcribed his fenfations with great clearnefs. 


The preceding appearances induced me to concur with my 
colleague and others, who aflert, that the contents of the gall- 
bladder and the black vomit are fpecifically different ; the latter 
fluid being blood difcharged from the capillary veflels of the 
villous coat of the ftomach; in fupport of this doctrine I will 
offer a few obiervations. 


1ft. When a part is inflamed, the blood-veflels of that part 
will become enlarged as was proven by John Hunter, in his ex- 
periments on the ears of rabbits ; again, during this ftate of in- 
flammation, the veffels deflined to carry ferum, admit red blood; 
we have repeated proofs of this in ophthalmia. 


2d. The ftomach is generally affected very early and potent- 
ly in the difeafe; as a proof of it, we need go no further, than to 
obferve the extreme tendernefs of this organ, evinced by flight 
preflure on the epigaftric region. 


3d. In the laft ftage of the difeafe we frequently fee dark 
diffolved blood, cozing from bliftered furfaces, from the gums 
and tongue. 


* In one cafe the {mall inceftines contained a quantity of pus. 
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From thefe circumftances I infer, that as the ftomach is 


early affected by inflammation, its minute veffels become en- 


larged and admit blood, and as we fee this fluid in a diffolved 
{tate difcharging from the parts already enumerated, it is eafy 
to conceive, that the fame thing fhould occur from the veflels of 
the ftomach, efpecially as in a large majority of inftances, the 
difeafe has been forcibly determined to this particular part. 


Several cafes occurred where ‘the ftomach appeared to have 
been highly inflamed, and there was a total abfence of black 
matter. Is it not reafonable to conclude that in thefe patients 
the inflammation muft have been lefs early in its commence- 
ment, or flower in its progrefs, or elfe the difeafe has been fo 
unufually violent, that death has terminated the conflict, while 
the capillary veffels were in a ftate of a€tivity inftead of difor- 
ganization? In fupport of thefe conjectures, it may be ftated, 
that the moft highly inflamed ftomach I ever met with, was in 
a young man, who died within 48 hours from the period of his 
attack. 


The dilcharge of black matter from the ftomach, is often 
preceded by a fymptom, which ftrengthens the opinion which 
I am endeavouring to fupport. Who has been converfant 
with the difeafe, that has not witneffed the pau/e, the awful paufe 
between the violent fymptoms of the firft ftage, and that 
wherein the ejection of black matter gives an intimation that 
death is athand. During this truce as it were from its horrors, 
the patient will lie quite compofed, pulfe flow and finking, 


countenance marked with an indefcribable afped, the patient 


and his friends flatter themfelves that the difeafe is fubfiding, 
perhaps the only complaint is a fenfe of weight or heavinefs 
about the ftomach, but a few hours convinces them that the 
black vomit, that ‘harbinger of death is at hand.” Now is it not 
probable that this ftate is induced by the ceffation of inflamma- 
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fory ation in the blood-veffels of the ftomach, and that at the 
moment of apparent tranquillity thefe veflels are gradually pour- 
ing their contents into that organ; when a fuflicient quantity 
is accumulated, its action is excited, and the matter conftituting 
black vomit is difcharged. 


May not the colour depend on two circumftances ; in the 
firft place, the blood difcharged during hemorrhages, in the laft 
{tage, is always dark, and when thrown into the ftomach, it is 
not in a fituation where it would receive any confiderable por- 
tion of oxygen, and even if this were the cafe, I would afk 
whether its being in a diffolved ftate would not leffen, if not 
entirely deltroy its affinity for that gas. 


That blood effufed into a cavity will affume an appearance 
which bears a ftrong refemblance to the fluid in queftion, is in- 
ferred from the following fact which came within my own” 
obfervation. 


During a term of attendance on the Philadelphia Difpenfa- 
ry-laft {pring, a female patient in Gafkill-ftreet, came under 
my care, with pneumonia. As the fymptoms were urgent, the 
lancet was employed with freedom 3 blilters were applied over 
the part in pain, and the ufual antiphlogiftic mode of treatment 
was adopted ; but on the evening of the fifth day, her pulfe 
flagged, refpiration became laborious, about one pound of blood 
was thrown up through the trachea during the night, and final- 
ly the died. On opening the thorax 18 hours after death, in 
the prefence of Henry Wifmer, at that time apothecary to the 
inftitution, the right fide was found to contain a large quan- 
tity of black-coloured offenfive fluid, I think at leaft two 
quarts; feveral clots of coagulated blood were adhering to the 
fide of the thorax, and it appeared as if the fluid was derived 


from the rupture of a pulmonary veflel, which difcharged a por- 


tion of its blood through the trachea, while a much larger 
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quantity was effufed between the lung and the parietes of the 
thorax. I preferved about fix ounces of it, and now prefent it 
for the infpection of my medical brethren, who have often 


feen the black vomit. 


Previoufly to clofing the fubject, permit me to obferve, that 
as I have feen fome remarkable cafes of recovery after the brain 
has been apparently much affeéted by the difeafe, but none 
after black vomit, (except one inftance of a female child) fo in 
an urgent cafe where danger appeared to be very great, my hopes 
of the patient’s recovery would be ftronger if the force of the 
difeafe was exerted even on the tender brain itfelf, inftead of 


the ftomach. 


A deficient fecretion of urine, accompanied with profufe 
fpontaneous {weats, affords a prognofis of the moft unfavoura- 
ble kind, although a tranfient obferver might readily conclude: 
that the fweating would effect a folution of the difeafe ; that 
this fymptom is the confequence of paralyfis in the fecretory 
veffels of the kidney, feems to be confirmed by the fact, that in 
one of the cafes, the lower extremities were fimilarly affected. 
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The natural appearance of the brain, where coma had been 
the prevailing fymptom, affords room for fome fpeculation. 
How far it may be affected by fympathy with the ftomach I 
fhall not pretend to determine; in both cafes the ftomach was 
difeafed, although it muft be admitted, that in one of the fub- 
jets the inflammation of this vifcus appeared to have been 


unufually flight. 








